
  

          AMAZING DINOSAURS! 

                  Exhibit Introduction 

      

Welcome to an exciting adventure in exploration and discovery.  This introduction 
offers ideas for making your visit to the Amazing Dinosaurs exhibit at the Neville Public 
Museum a fun and memorable experience.  

There are teaching tools and more detail about the exhibit in the attached Educator’s 
Guide.    

      

Dinosaurs have captured our imaginations for generations.  We know dinosaurs as 
fossils and skeletons, but once they were living, breathing animals. 

What were they like? 

They hatched from eggs and grew quickly.  They had mates and cared for their young.  
They hunted for food and fled from danger. They thrived but sometimes suffered 
injuries and disease.  They faced life’s challenges just as we do today.  What can we find 
out about them in the exhibit? 

Be ready for an adventure! 

You can touch many real dinosaur fossils, see how living dinosaurs might have looked, 
and hear how they might have sounded.   You’ll find answers to some of the ‘big 
questions’:  When did they live? How big were they?  What might they have looked like? 
What did they eat? How did they act?   

The Welcome Tower is a great place to begin.  Look inside the ‘eye’ to discover 
Compsognathus, one of the smallest dinosaurs.  Can you see something that it’s ready 
to eat?    Was Compsognathus a plant eater or a meat eater? 

                                         

                 Welcome Tower                                                   Inside the Eye of The Tower  

 



When did Compsognathus live?  Near the center of the exhibit, the geologic history of 
our Earth will show you when dinosaurs roamed, and when they vanished.  Touch a 
real Stromatolite, one of the oldest fossils in the world, and find out that a T. rex never 
met a Woolly Mammoth. 

 

                   

                                                            Geologic History of Earth 

 

Near the geologic history display, get to know T. rex.  Check out how big they were – 
head to foot.  What sounds did they make? Compare your foot to a T. rex foot.  A baby T. 
rex is there to cuddle, too.  (And touch a real T. rex fossil leg bone.) 

                                       

              Tyrannosaurus Rex Country                                                     How Big Were They? 



Want to go on a dinosaur fossil dig?  You’ve come to the right place.  The green dig box 
has 17 real dinosaur teeth from 11 different kinds of dinosaurs.   

 

                                                          

  Dino Teeth Dig Box                        Hands-On Fossil Displays                           

 

Along the wall nearby, you can discover and touch real fossils from Duckbilled 
dinosaurs and other famous dinosaurs like Stegosaurus and Spinosaurus.   

 

There’s another world to explore.  

You’ll come face-to-face with a big raptor!  It’s a Deinonychus guarding her nest.  Look 
through the eye-spy window.  Can you find the nest, some eggs, a baby raptor?  How 
about a bug the baby raptor is about to eat, or a snake lurking nearby?  (There are some 
clues to help you.)  Push the button to hear the raptor scream a warning that you’re too 
close to her nest. 

 

                                

                                                     A Raptor Guards Her Nest 

Maybe you’d like to make your own raptor tracks just like the real one you’ll find 
nearby.  (It is 100 million years old.)  Have fun!   

  



                                                                                         

                        Making Raptor Tracks                                         Dinosaur Eggs & Hatchlings  

   

Dinosaur eggs and hatchlings – here they are!  In this dig box you’ll have fun 
discovering real and realistic-looking dinosaur eggs and baby dinos.  

 Nearby you can hug a baby Apatosaurus.  How did these dinosaurs survive?  You can 
create your own story at the Dinosaur Habitat tables, and you can show what colors you 
think these amazing creatures were. 

 

                                         

  Baby Apatosaurus                   Dinosaur Habitat                     What Colors Were They? 

 

The walls are alive with dinosaurs.  Try on a dinosaur costume and show how you think 
they acted.  The wall and hands-on displays offer a chance to touch real fossils from 
dinosaurs like Triceratops, and the giant swimming reptile, Mosasaurus. 

 



                                

                   Be Nice, Little Triceratops                         Mosasaurus 

 

Amazing Dinosaurs!  Explore, discover, touch, see, hear - get to know them!  

 

 

      

Please see the ‘Educator’s Guide’ for greater detail and learning tools that 
can be used in the classroom or at the museum. 

 

This exhibit includes STEAM principles through presentation of:       

 1. Geology, Paleontology, Earth Sciences.  (Interactive Geologic Timeline/Geologic 
History of Earth) 

2. Life Sciences.  Biology, Anatomy. (Animal movement and behavior, life cycles; active 
engagement with authentic fossil bones/teeth and trace fossils. (Teeth, bones, 
gastroliths, coprolite) 

3. Scientific Inquiry.  (Methods for discovery, collection and examination of life forms; 
dig and discovery activities; fossil collection tools, techniques, specimen jackets)  

 4. Art.  (Create color patterns of ancient life, present activities about how extinct 
creatures looked and lived. ‘What Colors Were They?’  Interactives: Dinosaur Drawing, 
Dinosaur Puppet Theater, ‘Be a Dinosaur’) 

5.  Math. (Understanding units of physical measurement, time measurement,  physical 
scale: Geologic Timeline, authentic-size dinosaur interactives: T. rex head & skull, 
footprint & foot, baby dinosaurs vs life-size adult, e.g., Apatosaurus)    
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Amazing Dinosaurs Educator's Guide 
 

This guide is designed as a companion to the traveling museum exhibit 
'Amazing Dinosaurs!'.  Activities are directly related to the exhibit 
components and are arranged to tell a story as well as to excite, entertain 
and educate visitors about these ancient creatures that vanished so long 
ago. 
 
The guide also is designed as a 'Take it Back to the Classroom' guide.  Many 
of the activities relate directly to STEAM topics commonly taught across 
the United States.  They are designed as fun activities that also teach. 
 
The mysterious creatures we call dinosaurs inhabited the Earth during 
three periods of the Mesozoic Era commonly called 'The Age of Dinosaurs'.  
The word 'Mesozoic' in Earth's history means 'middle life'.   
 
The Mesozoic Era lasted from 251 million years to 66 million years ago.  
This era saw the rise and development of flying reptiles, birds and 
flowering plants.  It is also the time when dinosaurs both appeared and 
disappeared.  It includes the Triassic Period, 251 to 199 million years ago; 
the Jurassic Period, 199 to 145 million years ago; and the Cretaceous 
Period, 145 to 66 million years ago. 
 
The Geologic History of Earth display offers opportunities to see and touch 
many authentic fossils from before, during and after the 'Age of Dinosaurs' 
to help advance visitor understanding of 'when they lived'.  

  



The Age of Dinosaurs 
 

Triassic Period (251 – 199 million years ago) 
 
The Triassic Period was so named by Friedrich August von Alberti because 
it was represented by a three-part division of rock types in Germany, 
where they were studied. 
 
About 200 million years ago, Earth had a single landmass, which we call 
Pangaea.  On the West was the Panthalassic Ocean, and on the East was an 
ocean called Tethys.  In those waters, creatures were evolving into 
amphibians and reptiles, which eventually left the oceans to inhabit dry 
land.  Dinosaurs evolved from those primitive reptiles and retained many 
of their reptilian characteristics.  The early Triassic Period is known in 
very few areas around the world, and dinosaurs from this age are rare.  
They somewhat resembled later period dinosaurs but were still rather 
small.  
 
Jurassic Period (199 – 145 million years ago) 
 
The Jurassic Period was named for the Jura Mountains, a mountain range 
located north of the Western Alps. 
 
This 'second period of the Mesozoic' is characterized by an abundance of 
plants, which supported the large herbivore dinosaurs, and a rise in 
dinosaur diversity, especially the long-necked sauropods.  The oceans were 
full of fish, squid, and giant coiled Ammonites.  Some vertebrates were 
taking to the air.  Pterosaurs and the first primitive birds flourished.  Small 
and primitive mammals scurried through the underbrush. 
 
Trees were still primitive and consisted mostly of cycads, ferns, and 
primitive conifers.  They were not very nutritious, unlike modern 
deciduous (leafy) trees.  So large herding animals traveled large distances 
in their search for food.  They sometimes were prey for predators like 
Allosaurus.  Deinonychus, the big raptor featured in the exhibit, lived 
during the Jurassic Period. 
 

 

      

 
 
 



 
      
 
 

The Age of Dinosaurs, continued 

 
 
Cretaceous Period (145 – 65 million years ago) 
 
The Cretaceous Period, the longest of the Mesozoic Era, was first defined 
by Belgian geologist Jean d'Omalius d'Halloy in 1822.  He used geological 
strata and land formations, including the extensive chalk beds near Paris, 
to name this period. 
 
The Cretaceous Period had a relatively warm climate, resulting in high sea 
levels.  Continual tectonic activity, coupled with the rise in sea level, 
created numerous shallow inland seas.  Dinosaurs continued to dominate 
the land, thought they were on the decline.  Large carnivorous dinosaurs 
such as T. rex roamed the Earth seeking prey.  The large plant-eating 
sauropods gave way to large herds of plant-eating dinosaurs such as the 
hadrosaur (Duckbilled) dinosaurs and the ceratopsians (horn face 
dinosaurs). 
 
This period saw the gradual decline and ultimate extinction of the 
dinosaurs.  These large creatures succumbed to several factors, including 
disease, climate change, and asteroid impact.    
      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                        Activity A.  Earth – This is Your Life 

 
 
Summary:  Students describe the changes in the history of the Earth 
throughout its 4.5 billion years by constructing an illustrated, 
informational timeline and role-playing an organism or feature from the 
past. 
 
Materials:  Reference books or computer resources, paper, colored 
pencils, tape. 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-6:   
 
1.  In talking about the lifetime of humans, how would you divide their 
lives?  By decade—their twenties, thirties?  By major events—graduations, 
marriage, children, travels, retirement?  When dealing with the Earth's 
lifetime, it gets complicated.  How do scientists divide such a massive 
amount of time—4.5 billion years? 
  
2.  Provide students with some background regarding the three eras, their 
division into periods, and how scientists determined this time frame.  
What makes us move to a new era or period in the life of Earth? 
 
3.  Have partners select a period in the history of the Earth (draw from a 
hat).  Each group is responsible for researching and depicting the years, 
vegetation, climate, plant and animal life, position of continents, and 
evolutionary stages of their specific period. 
 
4.  Students connect the periods in sequential order in a colorful timeline 
to be displayed in the room. 
 
5.  In order to share the information, have the students present an 'Earth – 
This is Your Life' show.  Each group acts as a living thing or feature that 
was present during their period.  Each group reminds the Earth about 
their qualities and what the Earth was like during that period.  Earth 
remembers each flash from the past! 



Activity B.  History of the Earth in Inches 

 
 
Summary:  Students conceptualize and measure the age of the Earth and 
major Earth events by using a much smaller scale.  (See the chart on the 
next page of this activity.) 
 
Materials for Grades 1-4:  Earth event chart, string with timeline markings, 
cards with name of each Earth event, markers. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-4:   
 
1.  Have students answer the following questions.   
 
 How old are you?  ____________________ 
 
 How old am I?  ______________________ 
 
 How old is your grandparent?  ___________ 
 
 How old is the Earth? __________________ 
 
Show what 4.5 billion looks like when written as a number.  What does that 
mean?  If the Earth is that many years old, how long ago did the dinosaurs 
live?  Show what 200 million looks like when written as a number.  See 
that it is a much smaller number than 4.5 billion.  It's hard to understand 
these numbers—let's look at the history of the Earth in a different way. 
 
2.  Provide each student with a card labeled with an Earth event and its 
corresponding measurement.  Have them draw a picture that represents 
the event. 
 
3.  Lay the string in a large space.  Have each student sit or stand by the 
appropriate marking on the string.  Call out the first event and 
measurement; the students take turns standing and showing their pictures 
and placing them on the string. 
 
4.  Discuss the results.  Where would your birthday fit on the string? 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Activity B.  History of the Earth in Inches, continued 

 
 

Chart of Earth Events In Inches 
 

38 feet, 4.5 billion years ago:  Earth begins 
29 feet, 3.5 billion years ago:  Life begins 
25 feet, 3 billion years ago:  First fossils form (algae, bacteria) 
5 feet, 600 million years ago:  Jellyfish, sponges and worms appear 
4 feet, 480 million years ago:  First primitive fish 
40 inches, 400 million years ago:  Earliest land plants 
35 inches, 350 million years ago:  Amphibians and early land animals  
31 inches, 310 million years ago:  First reptiles 
27 inches, 270 million years ago: Reptiles rule 
20 inches, 200 million years ago:  Age of Dinosaurs begins 
18 inches, 180 million years ago:  Flowering plants 
16 inches, 160 million years ago:  Birds appear, dinosaurs abundant 
7 inches, 70 million years ago:  Modern birds develop 
6.5 inches, 65 million years ago:  Dinosaurs gone 
5 inches, 50 million years ago:  Birds and mammals 
0.5 inches, 5 million years ago:  First Humans 
Thickness of a fingernail, 11,000 years ago:  Last Ice Age is over      



Activity C.  Ammonite 

 
 

 
 

 
Summary:  Students learn the basic shapes Ammonites can take, and they 
identify what type of creature Ammonites are and whether similar 
creatures are alive today. 
 
Materials:  Exhibit text panel and components. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-2:  Students observe the Ammonite on the display 
and record by word or picture the basic shape of an Ammonite.  Students 
then respond to the following questions: 
 
1.  What kind of creatures were Ammonities?  _________________ 
 
2. Did Ammonites live in the water?  _______________________ 
 
3.  What do you think an Ammonite looked like?  Draw one.  



Activity C.  Ammonite, continued 

 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-6:  Students observe the Ammonite on the display 
and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  Ammonites were 'Cephalopods'.  What creatures alive today are related 
to Ammonites? 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
2.  How did Ammonites propel themselves through the water? 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What modern creatures use the same form of propulsion? 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
4.  During what geological period did Ammonites live? 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
5.  Reading the text panel, determine whether Ammonites were predators 
or carnivores. 
 
_________________________________________________ 

  



 

Activity D.  Apatosaurus 
    

   
            

Summary:  Students can identify special dinosaur traits by examining the 
Apatosaurus display. 
 
Materials:  The Apatosaurus display, including femur, foot, and baby 
Apatosaurus; a pencil. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-2:  Students can examine the display and 
determine if the dinosaur was bipedal.  Students determine from the 
display whether the dinosaur was a carnivore or an herbivore and record 
their findings, below. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-6:  Students observe the exhibit, including the text 
panels, and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  Where have remains of Apatosaurus been found? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
2.  During what period did Apatosaurus live? 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 

 



 
Activity D.  Apatosaurus, continued 

 
 
3.  Where is the femur located on the Apatosaurus body? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
4.  What was the large toe claw of the Apatosaurus used for? 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
5.  How big was an Apatosaurus egg? 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
6.  Was Apatosaurus a carnivore or an herbivore? 
 
______________________________________________ 
  



 

 

Activity E.  A Dinosaur Like Me 
 

                                          
 
 
Summary:  Students will personify dinosaurs by comparing themselves to 
Deinonychus. 
 
Materials:  A pencil and the chart, below. 
 
Procedure:  Students will compare themselves to Deinonychus by filling in 
the four blanks in the chart.   
 
 

THESE ARE THE REASONS THAT I THINK  
I AM A LOT LIKE DEINONYCHUS 

 
 
                      Deinonychus                                                       Me 
 
Example:  The name Deinonychus    Example:  My fingernails grow  
means 'Terrible Claw'.    very quickly so sometimes it   
       looks like I have claws.  
__________________________  _______________________ 
 
1.  Deinonychus was 10 feet long,   1. 
which is fairly short for a dinosaur. 
 
___________________________  _______________________ 
 
2.  Deinonychus was a carnivore,  2. 
which means it ate meat.     
 
___________________________  _______________________ 



 
Activity E.  A Dinosaur Like Me, continued 

 
 
3.  Deinonychus had quick moving   3. 
legs so it could catch its prey. 
 
___________________________  _______________________ 
 
4.  Deinonychus was bipedal, meaning   4. 
it walked on two legs. 
 
___________________________  _______________________ 



Activity F.  Deinonychus Eye-Spy 

 

 
 

Summary:  Students will use their observation skills to find various 
components of the Deinonychus diorama.   
 
Materials:  The Deinonychus diorama and a pencil. 
 
Procedure:  View the pictures below and find the corresponding item in 
the diorama.  Place a circle around the picture. 
 
 

     Raptor eggs in a nest 
 
 

             A baby dinosaur 
 
   

    A snake 
 
 

                                        A volcano 



Activity G.  Archaeopteryx 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summary:  Students determine what type of creature Archaeopteryx was 
and identify basic body parts of the cast specimen.  Students answer the 
question:  'Are relatives of Archaeopteryx alive today?'. 
 
Materials:  Exhibit text panel and exhibit component. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-2:  Students will observe the cast of the 
Archaeopteryx and answer the following questions: 
 
1.  What creature does the Archaeopteryx look most like? _________ 
 
2.  Did Archaeopteryx have feathers?  _______________________ 
 
3.  Can you name a creature that has feathers?  _________________ 
 
4.  Does this creature have claws?  __________________________ 
 
5.  What do you think Archaeopteryx ate?  ____________________ 



Activity G.  Archaeopteryx, continued 

 
 

Procedure for Grades 3-4:  Students read the text panel, observe the cast 
specimen, and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  In which geologic era did Archaeopteryx live?  ____________ 
 
2.  Was this the first, second or third period of the era? 
 
3.  What are major differences between birds and Archaeopteryx? 
 
 Birds     Archaeopteryx 
 
_______________   _______________  
 
_______________   _______________  
 
_______________   _______________  
 
 
4.  What are some similarities between birds and Archaeopteryx? 
 
_______________   _______________  
 
_______________   _______________  
 
_______________   _______________  
 
 
5.  What are some types of food that Archaeopteryx might have eaten? 
 
_______________   _______________  
 
_______________   _______________  
 
_______________   _______________  
 



Activity H.  Birds, Reptiles, and Dinosaurs, Oh My! 
 

 
Summary:  Students compare characteristics and behaviors of birds, 
reptiles, and dinosaurs on a triple Venn diagram.  After discussing 
evolution, they decide if they think birds evolved from dinosaurs. 
 
Materials:  Reference materials, Venn student paper and Venn class chart. 
 
Procedure:   
 
1.  Educator draws a triple Venn diagram on the board with the following 
titles on the circles:  (a)  has a sibling; (b) is at least 9 years old; (c) has a 
pet.  Students place their names on the correct spot.  Review how a Venn 
diagram works. 
 
2.  Discuss the relationship between birds and dinosaurs.  What are some 
things they had in common?  How were they different?  What if we 
compare birds, dinosaurs and today's reptiles—do they have any similar 
qualities?   
 
3.  Students make a triple Venn diagram comparing facts and features for 
birds, today's reptiles, and dinosaurs.  Use the list below as a reference or 
have students research characteristics and examples of their choosing: 
 
Young hatch from eggs 
Feathers 
Keen eyesight 
Talons 
Scales 
Cold-blooded 
Ability to Fly 
Bipedal 
Carnivore 
Herbivore 
Protective of eggs 
Thin-walled bones 
Gizzard/stones to help with digestion 
Wings 
Teeth 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Activity H.  Birds, Reptiles, and Dinosaurs, Oh My!, continued 
 

 
4.  For discussion afterwards, have each student record one characteristic 
in the correct space on a class Venn diagram.  See if all agree with the 
placement of the features. 
 
5.  What is evolution?  Do you think birds evolved from dinosaurs?  What 
are other examples of evolution? 



Activity I.  Chasing Rainbows 
 
 

Summary:  Upon returning to school, students deduce the color of a 
particular dinosaur, draw it, and surround it with painted habitat. 
 
Materials:  Crayons, pastels or watercolors; paper; reference books.  
Students share their rationale for configuration and color selection. 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-5:  Students respond to the following questions.   
 
1.  What do paleontologists know about this dinosaur?  __________   

 
__________________________________________________ 
 
2.  No one has ever seen this dinosaur, so how did they get this 
information?   
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What might they not know?   
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
4.  What would you like to know about this dinosaur, if you could really see 
one?   
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Group Discussion:  Discuss the different possibilities and the reasons that 
this dinosaur might have been a particular color. 
 
Students use reasoning and imagination to create a crayon or pastel 
picture.  Embellish with colorful dinosaur habitat elements such as ferns 
and trees. 
 
Students share their pictures with the class and explain what kind of 
dinosaur they drew and why they chose the colors. 



Activity J.  Dinosaur Match Game 

 
 
Summary:  Students observe the exhibit and complete the match game, 
below.  
 
Materials:  Exhibit and exhibit components, a pencil, and this sheet. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-6:  Students match the dinosaur with the type of 
food it ate by drawing a line from the dinosaur to the corresponding 
descriptive term.   
 
 
Tyrannosaurus Rex 
 
 
Edmontosaurus 
 
        Carnivore 
Triceratops 
 
 
Deinonychus 
 
 
Protoceratops 
 
        Herbivore 
Stegosaurus 
 
 
Compsognathus 
 
 
Spinosaurus 
 
 
Archaeopteryx 
 



Activity K.  Edmontosaurus Foot 

 
 

 
 
 
Summary:  Students identify toes of the Edmontosaurus foot.  Students 
may touch, compare, and contrast their toes with the dinosaur. 
 
Materials:  The hands-on display and a pencil. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-2:  Students examine the display and determine if 
the Duckbilled dinosaur was bipedal.  Using the display, students 
determine whether the dinosaur was a carnivore or a herbivore, and 
record their findings, below. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



                Activity K.  Edmontosaurus Foot, continued 
 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-6:  Students observe the exhibit, including the text 
panels, and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  Edmontosaurus is a 'Duckbilled' dinosaur.  Is it a carnivore or an 
herbivore?  
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 
2.  During what period did these dinosaurs live? 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 
3.  Describe the size of the toe displayed compared to the rest of the toes. 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 
4.  Would these toes be useful in gathering food? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
  
 
 



Activity L.  Gastroliths – Stomach Stones 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Summary:  Students read the text panel and touch the hands-on display to 
answer questions. 
 
Materials:  The hands-on display and a pencil. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-2:  Students examine the display and determine 
what kind of food the dinosaur ate.  Students record their findings, below. 
 
 
1.  Describe what the gizzard stones feel like. 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
2.  Do you think these large stones came from an adult dinosaur or a young 
dinosaur? 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 
3.  Do you think the stones came from a carnivore or an herbivore? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
  
 
 

 

 



 

                    Activity L.  Gastroliths – Stomach Stones, continued 
 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-6:  Students observe the exhibit, including the text 
panel, and answer the following questions. 
 
 
1.  Why did some dinosaurs swallow stones? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
2.  What type of food did some dinosaurs eat to cause them to need 'gizzard 
stones'? 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 
3.  What animals alive today have 'gizzard stones'? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
  



 
Activity M.  Spinosaurus 

 

 
 

Summary:  Students observe the wall graphic and the Spinosaurus display 
and answer questions. 
 
Materials:  Exhibit mural, text panel and hands-on display. 
 
Procedure for Grades 2-5:  Students observe the graphic of Spinosaurus 
and answer the following questions. 
 
 
1.  What does the name 'Spinosaurus' mean? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
2.  With its long narrow jaws, what do you believe Spinosaurus ate? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
3.  Where are the remains of Spinosaurus found? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
4.  Was Spinosaurus as big as T. rex? 
 
_______________________________________________ 



Activity N.  Stegosaurus & Allosaurus 

 

 
 
Summary:  Students observe the graphic of Stegosaurus being confronted 
by Allosaurus and an authentic Stegosaurus fossil bone containing 
Allosaurus bite marks. 
 
Materials:  Exhibit text panel and hands-on exhibit components. 
 
Procedure for Grades 3-6:  Students observe the cast of the bite marks and 
answer the following questions. 
 
1.  Was Stegosaurus a carnivore or an herbivore? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
2.  Was Allosaurus a carnivore or an herbivore? 
 
 _______________________________________________ 
 
3.  During which period in Earth's history did these dinosaurs live? 
 
Triassic _______     Jurassic _______     Cretaceous _______  
 
4.  Describe the defensive mechanism that Stegosaurus might have used to 
try to fight off an attack. 
______________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 



Activity O.  Stand in a T. rex Footprint 

 

 
 
 

Summary:  Students get a feel for the size of T. rex by standing in a cast of a 
real footprint.   
 
Materials:  T. rex footprint cast and a pencil. 
 
Procedure for Grades 1-2:  Students examine the T. rex foot and footprint 
displays and answer the following questions. 
 
 
1.  How many toes did T. rex have?  ______________________ 
 
2.  Does its footprint look like yours?  ____________________ 
 
3.  How is it the same?  _______________________________ 
 
4.  How is it different?  _______________________________ 
 
 


