
 

  

 

 

Directorõs Report 
Dear Museum Supporter: 

 

This is the time of year where we take a few moments to evaluate our  
success and identify where we can improve. We are busy yet again    
planning a full exhibit and program schedule for 2023 designed to best 
reflect the Museumôs collections and meet the communityôs educational 
and creative needs. 

  

In 2022, the Museum continued to host FREE First Wednesdays for 
Brown County Residents from 9am-8pm, continued to provide take home 
project kits for families, continued our annual dinner programs, brought 
back in   person exhibit openings, and hosted a virtual and in-person  
Children Only Shop.  Our exhibit team was extremely busy in 2022     
installing ten exhibits, creating five internal exhibits including HerStory 
and Science of Sound,  hosting virtual and on-site field trips for over 
3,600 children, and more! We couldnôt possibly re-cap everything, so we 
chose five of our favorite moments from 2022:   
 

1. The Neville opens the first rotation of Spectacular Science!  
In September, we opened Light! This new exhibit features an infinity 
room and helps visitors discover how our world is illuminated by        
exploring many aspects of light and color including the spectrum 
(rainbows), how light and shadows can produce illusions, and inventions 
using light. We will continue to change out one of the sections in Spectac-
ular Science! annually to fulfill the need for more STEM education in our 
community. In Fall 2023, Bees will become Candy Chemistry.  

  

2. Renovated Generations Gallery continues to change 
One Neville promise to our community was that the gallery would never 
be stagnant, and we have done exactly that by changing out sections in 
the gallery twice in 2022! In Art we changed Female Artists to Illustrator 
Art and the Howard Pyle Collection. We also swapped out two sections 
and two drawers in Exposed Collections. It is our hope for the future to 
continue to make at least one change or upgrade to the gallery annually.  

 

3. The Neville Opens HerStory 
Internally created HerStory was a huge success with over 25,000 patrons  
exploring the changing roles and experiences of women in work, politics, 
and community through photographs, stories, and artifacts. Eighteen local 
women were interviewed, their stories recorded, and personal artifacts 
loaned for this exhibition, while fifteen additional historic stories and  
artifacts demonstrated change from 1900 to present day. 

 

4. The Science of Sound opened at the Neville with a Bang! 
The internally created Science of Sound examined the vibrations that   
create sound and move it in waves. Guests could explore how sounds are 
made and heard in nature, and discover how we can use technology to  
produce and hear sound as well. This exhibit included a plastic pipe organ 
visitors could play! 



 

 

Neville Public Museum Staff 
Executive Director: Beth Kowalski, Collections Manager: Louise Pfotenhauer,  
Curator: James Peth, Digitization & Research Technician: Marin Kniskern,  
Education Specialist: Vacant, Exhibitions Manager: Devyn McIlraith,  
Exhibit Technician: Maggie Dernehl, Media Technician: Dennis Rosloniec, 
Guest Services Coordinator: Laura Pickart 
 
Neville Public Museum Foundation Staff  
Executive Director: Kasha Huntowski, Office Manager: Kathy Rosera, 
Development & Events Coordinator: Katy Maier 
 

Neville Public Museum Foundation Board 2022 
Chair: Todd Bartels, Vice Chair: Megan Dickman-Renard,                              
Secretary: Bridget Erwin, Treasurer: Matt Mueller, Past Chair: Alex Renard 
 

Board Members: Lonny Charles, Brittany Dickey, Gail Garrity-Reed,             
Abbey Grunwald, James Ledvina, Travis Leroy, Tamara McLean,                     
Kathleen Ratteree, and Kramer Rock 
 

Advisory Board Members: Brendan Bruss, Diane Ford, Lynette Green,  
Frank Kowalkowski, Judy Nagel, Kathleen Ratteree,  and Terri Trantow 

5. The Neville hosted peer reviewers for re-accreditation 
Between November 1st and 3rd our museum underwent Peer Review for 
reaccreditation from the American Alliance of Museums. Of the nationôs 
estimated 33,000 museums, only 1,096 are currently accredited         
including the Neville. The accreditation process is centered on self-study 
and peer review and takes 8-16 months to complete and should be done 
every 10 years. We will find out in March if we are once again granted 
accreditation.  

 

As you read this annual report, we hope it will remind you of the 
Nevilleôs role as the bridge between diverse communities, the unique 
position the Neville holds as the place where generations come to     
connect, and a place to celebrate the rich heritage of northeastern     
Wisconsin. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kasha Huntowski   Beth A. Kowalski 
Executive Director   Executive Director 
Neville Public Museum Foundation Neville Public Museum   

 

 

Neville Public Museum Year in Review  

The mission of the Neville Public Museum Foundation is to raise 
funds for exhibits and programs at the Museum. The following      
exhibits and programs were made possible by our generous donors:  

Spectacular Science: If/Then Gender Equity Grant 
(January 2022) 
Thanks to support from the Association of Science and Technology 
Centers (ASTC) on behalf of Lyda Hill Philanthropies, the If/Then 
Gender Equity Grant allowed us the opportunity to share stories of 
six women working in science, including two from right here in 
Northeast Wisconsin!  

Generations Gallery Art Rotation: Portraits to Female Artists 
When we declared 2022 the Year of the Woman, we were inspired 
by the over 300 works created by women in the Nevilleôs           
permanent art collection. We whittled these down to 50 selections        
representing a variety of media and subjects, as well as diversity 
amongst the artists themselves for our year-long Generations     
Gallery art rotation, concluding in December 2022 to make space 
for Illustrator Art and the Howard Pyle Collection in 2023. 



 

 

 
HerStory 
(February 12 - November 6, 2022) 
We were thrilled to open the 107th Art Colony Exhibition in tandem 
with HerStory. Alongside artifacts and stories from 15 historical    
heroes of the past 100 years were 18 contemporary womenôs         
interviews, photographs, and mementos, all weaving an intricate    
celebratory tapestry of the female experience. To see these subjects, 
artists, and their respective supporters rally for a full-throated ñYou 
go, girl!ò was truly a momentous experience for all in attendance. 

107th Green Bay Art Colony Exhibition 
(January 22 - March 13, 2022) 
A total of 60 artworks from 21 Art Colony artists were juried in by 
Algoma sculptor and educator, Bren Sibilsky. For more than a      
century, hundreds of women artists have been part of the Green Bay 
Art Colony. These women continue to inspire each other, educate  
the public, encourage new artists, and give scholarships to students. 
Styles and club rules may have changed, but the dream to keep art 
and culture part of the community remains the same.  

 

 

NWTC Artisan Center: Whatôs Your Function? 
(March 19 - May 8, 2022) 
This juried exhibition invited artists of the NWTC Artisan and   
Business Center to explore the theme of ñfunctionalò artwork.      
Museum guests delighted in the myriad of ways these creatives 
shaped their vision of this evocative theme. 

Give Big Green Bay 
(February 23 - 24, 2022) 
113 spectacular donors helped us CRUSH our $30,000 stretch goal. 
Beyond grateful for this incredible effort, we can't wait to turn your 
generosity into exciting exhibits and programs, scholarships, and  
activities for you and your neighbors to enjoy.   



 

 

Science of Sound  
(May 21 - October 16, 2022) 
We encouraged members and guests to create a joyful, cacophonous 
noise with a myriad of innovative interactives, explore how sounds 
are made and heard in nature, and discover how we can use  
technology to create and hear as well.  

National Volunteer Appreciation Day  
(April 21, 2022) 
On this auspicious day we were fortunate to send a double dose of 
gratitude to our spectacular volunteers. In the morning, our beloved 
Gift Shop Gals were once again honored at the Volunteer Center of 
Brown Countyôs 2022 WPS Volunteer Awards. Later that evening 
we were thrilled to welcome our volunteer army to the museum for  
a brat fry and appreciation smorgasbordðnot to mention our first 
group picture in a post-pandemic world!   

 

 

Neville Day Camps 
(July 25 - 28, 2022) 
This week was all about building and design! Campers put their    
creativity to work constructing racecars, bridges, and towers, then   
got personal using artifacts from home to create their own exhibit 
reflecting their own individual story.  

I Am Not Invisible  
(July 1 - August 5, 2022) 
Stories and photos from 31 Wisconsin women veterans and active 
military service personnel offered an honest look at opportunities 
open to women, the challenges they face, and what it means to  
serve in the U.S. military. 

Morbid Curiosities: The Exhibit 
(September 1 - October 31, 2022) 
After years of sold-out behind-the-scenes tours of the Nevilleôs 
most macabre artifacts and stories, we finally created an exhibit 
featuring our spooky season favorites for all to enjoy!  



 

 

Holiday Memories of Downtown Green Bay  
(November 17, 2022 - January 8, 2023) 
Our merriest exhibit received a heroes homecoming with the return 
of H.G. Pranges favorites including the Children Only Shop, Bruce 
the Spruce, mischievous Snow Babies, and whimsical inhabitants  
of the Enchanted Forest.  This year we treated revelers to a few new 
traditions, including several (s)Elfie stations to help freeze precious 
moments in crystalline perfection, and a Snowflake Science station 
complete with tangram puzzles to help articulate the internal order  
of water molecules as they form winterôs most magical element. 

Spectacular Science welcomes Light 
(September 10, 2022) 
We bid Birds adieu to make space for our first quadrant rotation in 
the ever-evolving Spectacular Science with Light: the Science of 
Illumination. Visitors will enjoy a year of exploring reflection and 
refraction, innovations in technology, and the impact of light on 
color. Light also heralded a Return to Normalcy as we were able to 
welcome all guests for a full reception, complete with comments 
from Executive Director Beth Kowalski and Curator James Peth, 
coupled with our signature Neville punch! 

 

 

The Nevilleôs annual holiday gala is always the 
merriest reason to gather and celebrate the year 
that was, but 2022ôs A Night at the Museum  
was truly one to remember.    
 Guests indulged in a delectable         
Chefusion-catered dinner, enjoyed spirited local 
artistsô entertainment, and dove deep into the 

rich resources of our Collection through staff-directed activity stations  
highlighting the very best of the yearôs exhibits and formally introducing 
our two newest staffers, Exhibitions Manager Devyn McIlraith, and      
Digitization and Research Technician, Marin Kniskern.   
 Eager to engage, toast, and champion the many ways our mission 
intertwined with the members, donors, and volunteers who make it all  
possible, everyone in attendance reflected with gratitude on the countless 
ways the Neville serves as a nexus for the connections we were all so  
sorely lacking in recent years. From our first full year of Generations   
Gallery and Spectacular Science rotations, to a bustling roster of year 
round field trips and summer Day Camp, the Dinner Programs, Explorer 
Wednesdays, Children Only Shop, and general buzz of resumed Museum 
activity simply could not have been what it was without the indominable 
spirit and unyielding support of our Neville family.   
 Tickets sales may still be months away for A Night at the Museum 
2023, but it is never too early to consider sponsoring an interactive station 
or table! The generosity of people like you set the Neville Public Museum 
Foundation up for success through world class history, science, and art 
exhibits, educational programs, and public events for communal            
enrichment and enjoyment. On behalf of the Foundation Board of          
Directors, we extend a hearty ñThank you!ò to the corporate and individual 
sponsors, local businesses, volunteers, and guests whose festive alchemy 
continue to rekindle this magic year after year. We hope you will make a 
plan to join us for this year's event on Tuesday, December 12, 2023! 

A Night at the Museum 2022 


