
 

  



 

 

Directorõs Report 
Dear Museum Supporter: 

 

This is the time of year where we take a few moments to evaluate our  
success and identify where we can improve. We are busy yet again  
planning a full exhibit and program schedule for 2024 designed to best 
reflect the Museumôs collections and meet the communityôs educational 
and creative needs. 

  

In 2023, the Museum continued to host FREE First Wednesdays for 
Brown County Residents from 9am-8pm, continued to provide project  
for families, continued our annual dinner programs, and hosted the  
children only shop. Our exhibit team was extremely busy in 2023  
installing 16 exhibits, creating 4 internal exhibits including  
Candy Chemistry and Holiday Memories, hosting virtual and on-site field 
trips for over 3,200 children, and more. We couldnôt possibly re-cap  
everything, so we chose five of our favorite moments from 2023:   
 

1. Second rotation of Spectacular Science! opens 
In September, we opened Candy Chemistry. This new exhibit features 
local businesses including Seroogyôs and Eillienôs Candies and helps  
visitors discover that there is science in everything, including in our  
candy! How do temperature and altitude affect sugar? How do chemical 
reactions help us make different flavors of candy? Dive into the sugary 
world of candy and explore the complex science behind making tasty 
treats. We plan on continuing to change out one of the sections in  
Spectacular Science! annually to help fulfill the need for more STEM 
education in our community. In Fall 2024, Germs will become Weather & 
Natural Disasters.  

 

2. Renovated Generations Gallery continues to change 
One of our promises to the community was that the gallery would never 
be stagnant again and we have done exactly that by changing out sections 
and drawers in the gallery 5 times in 2023. One of the largest changes was 
adding a section on local firefighter history. It is our hope for the future to 
continue to make at least one change or upgrade to the gallery annually.  

 

3. The Neville hosts Above & Beyond - The Ultimate Interactive Flight 
Exhibition and BLOW UP II: Inflatable Contemporary Art  
These two traveling exhibits were a huge success with over 30,000 people 
enjoying them while they were here. Guests were able to explore the  
wonder of flight and the marvels of aerospace innovation, design, and 
technology followed by fun and whimsical large-scale inflatable  
sculptures that challenged the definition of art. By harnessing the power 
of air, the ideas and possibilities in artmaking seem endless, and creativity 
takes flight. 

 

4. The Neville creates a new ñCommunity Roomò for even more  
exhibits 
This new space will feature smaller exhibits by local community partners 
and artists. Five exhibits were shared in the space this year alone  



 

 

Neville Public Museum Staff 
Executive Director: Beth Kowalski, Collections Manager: Louise Pfotenhauer,  
Curator: James Peth, Digitization & Research Technician: Dani Fulwiler,  
Education Specialist: Ali Smurawa, Exhibitions Manager: Devyn McIlraith,  
Exhibit Technician: Maggie Dernehl, Media Technician: Dennis Rosloniec, 
Guest Services Coordinator: Laura Pickart 
 
Neville Public Museum Foundation Staff  
Executive Director: Kasha Huntowski, Office Manager: Kathy Rosera, 
Development & Events Coordinator: Katy Maier 
 

Neville Public Museum Foundation Board 2023 
Chair: Megan Dickman-Renard, Vice Chair: Bridget Erwin,                              
Secretary: Alex Renard, Treasurer: Matt Mueller, Past Chair: Todd Bartels 
 

Board Members: Lonny Charles, Juan Corpus, Derius ñDJò Daniels,              
Brittany Dickey, Gail Garrity-Reed, Abbey Grunwald, James Ledvina,      
Travis Leroy, and Kramer Rock 
 

Advisory Board Members: Donna Bultman, Diane Ford, Lynette Green,  
Frank Kowalkowski, Judy Nagel, Kathleen Ratteree,  and Terri Trantow 

including Down by the Shore: Fiber Art; Justice for All; Youth Art 
Month; and a collection of works by the late Sandra Schilawski. We 
have even more exciting things in store for 2024. 
 
5. The Neville was granted reaccreditation by the American Alliance of 
Museums in March 
This means the museum continues to meet National Standards and Best  
Practices for U.S. Museums and remains a member of a community of  
institutions that have chosen to hold themselves publicly accountable to  
excellence. Less than 4% of Museum in the entire country are accredited. 

 

As you read this annual report, we hope it will remind you of our mission to 
bridge communities and be the place where generations come to connect and 
have a conversation. Our role is to collect and share the voices of all our  
communities and celebrate the rich diversity of Northeastern Wisconsin and the 
UP. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Kasha Huntowski   Beth A. Kowalski 
Executive Director   Executive Director 
Neville Public Museum Foundation Neville Public Museum   



 

 

Neville Public Museum Year in Review  
The mission of the Neville Public Museum Foundation is to raise funds for 
exhibits and programs at the Museum. The following exhibits and          
programs were made possible by our generous donors:  

Youth Art Month (January 18 - February 19) 
Representing twenty-seven K through 12 schools in Northeast Wisconsin 
this multi-media exhibit, sponsored by the Wisconsin Art Education  
Association and The Council for Art Education, showcased over 113 
works, Selected pieces moved on to the state exhibit in Madison. 

Generations Gallery Art Rotation: Female Artists to Illustrator Art  
Another year, another spectacular rotation in the Generations Gallery, 
showcasing gems from the Nevilleôs private permanent collection. This 
time we swapped Female Artists for Illustrator Art and the Howard Pyle 
Collection, including dozens of originals on loan from the Green Bay & 
De Pere Antiquarian Society.  

Reaching for the MountaintopséHow do we get there?  
(January 20 - March 5)  
21 award-winning pieces representing K through 12 students from 9 area 
schools challenged us to reflect on the lasting impact of Dr. Kingôs legacy. 
This annual celebration triumphantly returned thanks to the Greater Green 
Bay Community Foundation, Humana, St. Norbert College, and other    
supporters of young artistsô vision of The Dream.  



 

 

108th Art Colony (February 11 - March 26) 
Retiring St. Norbert College art professor and artist Fr. Jim Neilson truly 
had his work cut out for him when we invited him to jury the 22 artworks 
from 16 talented artists representing Green Bayôs storied Art Colony. We 
are proud to carry on this rich tradition of celebrating local female artists 
and are forever grateful to the founding membersô vision of bringing the 
world to Green Bay that ultimately inspired the Neville Public Museum. 

Above & Beyond (February 4ðMay 7) 
Sponsored by Boeing in commemoration of their 100th anniversary, this 
exhibit truly took visitors to new heights! Developed in collaboration with 
NASA and the Smithsonianôs National Air and Space Museum, it  
featured a wraparound theater, five interactive galleries, and cutting-edge 
technology, allowing visitors to test supersonic fighter-jet designs,       
explore 3D models, and experience the forces of flight through motion-
sensing image capture.  

Reaccreditation: Achieved! (March 21) 
The Neville proudly received the highest national recognition by   
achieving re-accreditation from the American Alliance of Museums,  
signifying the museum's commitment to excellence, accountability, and 
high professional standards. Out of over 33,000 museums nationwide, 
only 1,103 are accredited, and the Neville Public Museum stands among 
the distinguished twenty-one museums in Wisconsin to hold this honor.  



 

 

Justice for All: The Legacy of Shirley S. Abrahamson (April 1 - June 25) 
From championing women's liberation and civil rights, to advocating for 
public understanding of the court system and the importance of an  
independent judiciary, Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson was a  
trailblazer in every sense of the word. We were thrilled to celebrate the  
indelible mark left by Wisconsinôs first female justice and longest tenured 
Supreme Court judge, and see her legacy come to life through archival  
photos, video clips, stories, and inspiring quotations.  

National Volunteer Appreciation Week (April 16 - 22) 
We love our volunteers every day, but April gave us two opportunities to 
sing their praises. Our Gift Shop Gals were once again recognized at the 
Volunteer Center of Brown Countyôs 2023 WPS Volunteer Awards, where 
Foundation Board member Kramer Rock was also feted for his quarter  
century of service to the Neville and greater Green Bay community. Later 
that week we gathered our volunteer army for a brat fry and gratitude  
smorgasbord. Cheers to every single one of you for all you do! 

NWTC Annual Showcase (April 1 - May 4) 
This juried exhibition featured artwork of NWTC Artisan and Business 
Center (ABC) students, staff, and faculty, showcasing their creative works 
as a vehicle for expression, collaboration, and entrepreneurial success.  



 

 

The Herd Launches! (May 2023) 
Inspired by our beloved Stompy and his fellow mastodons braving the Ice 
Age together, we called upon our most ardent supporters to join the 
Nevilleôs powerful pack to become recurring donors and make a major  
impact! By joining The Herd, donors commit to a consistent contributions 
that become instantly strengthened alongside those of fellow sustaining 
supporters. We are grateful to everyone who has joined so far! 

Room 108: The Clearing Exhibit (June 10 - September 10) 
We were thrilled to showcase props and artifacts from the local              
independent film unraveling the harrowing urban legend at Green Bayôs 
own Orpheum Theatre. 

Blow UP II: Inflatable Contemporary Art (May 20 - October 8) 
Conceived by nine artists and art collectives, the large-scale inflatable 
sculptures challenged conventional notions of art, blending figurative,   
conceptual, and abstract imagery. The exhibit achieved a delicate balance, 
evoking both fun and whimsy while presenting familiar yet strange forms.  

https://www.nevillepublicmuseum.org/support/donate/


 

 

Morbid Curiosities: The Exhibit (September 27 - November 5) 
Back by popular demand for a second spooky season, this exhibit dusted 
off our creepiest and most bone-chillingly intriguing artifacts for a    
spine-tingling tour of the macabre. From hair art to bloodletting, our not-
so-distant past offered no shortage of horrifying traditions and treatments 
that give modern visitors the willies!  

Candy Chemistry opens! (September 9) 
Visitors were welcomed into a sugary world to explore the science behind 
tasty treats, delving into Wisconsin's candymaking history. The seamless 
blending of science and history, featuring over 20 historic artifacts and 5 
custom hands-on interactives for an engaging and educational experience, 
will be on display in Spectacular Science through August 2026. 

Down by the Shore (August 4 - September 24) 
23 fiber art pieces from 17 regional artists featuring intricate quilting and 
fiber art embellishments illustrated the artists' chosen themes. From 
dreamy undersea allusions to critters of the shore, rocks, shells, and more, 
the exhibit highlighted the vibrant creativity of the Fiber Artisans of 
Northeast Wisconsin, reflecting their commitment to artistic growth,            
inclusivity, and the joy of working with fiber. 



 

 

Nightmares at the Neville Launches! (October 2023) 
Capitalizing on our visitorsô seemingly unquenchable thirst for thrills and 
chills, we debuted the inaugural season of Nightmares at the Neville,     
offering a deep dive into classic 1960s horror films with guided discussion 
by UWGB  professor Zack Kruse. Featuring three iconic films ï Carnival 
of Souls (1962), Night Tide (1961), and Night of the Living Dead (1968) ï 
this cinematic journey engaged audiences in insightful conversations 
around the horror genre's impact on culture and storytelling. 

78th Art Annual (October 21, 2023 - January 14, 2024) 
61 artworks by 54 regional artists celebrated diverse creativity showcasing 
paintings, collages, photographs, sculptures, textiles, and installations.   
Juror Emily Schlemowitz highlighted the artists' keen desire to interpret 
their environments, tell stories, and bring meaning to the everyday, with 
subjects ranging from rocks from Lake Michigan to winter storms and the 
Upper Peninsula's bucolic terrain. 


