
 

 

 



 

 

Directorõs Report 
Dear Museum Supporter: 

 

This is the time of year where we take a few moments to evaluate our success 
and identify where we can improve. We are busy yet again planning a full  
exhibit and program schedule for 2025 designed to best reflect the Museumôs 
collections and meet the communityôs educational and creative needs. 

  

In 2024, the Museum continued to host FREE First Wednesdays for Brown 
County Residents from 9am-8pm, continued to provide free projects for     
families, continued our annual dinner programs, hosted the Children Only 
Shop, and thanks to generous donors were able to offer free field trips and 
camp scholarships. Our exhibit team was extremely busy in 2024 installing 15 
exhibits, creating four internal exhibits including Telling our Stories, Weather, 
and Holiday Memories, hosting virtual and on-site field trips for over 3,900 
children, and more. We couldnôt possibly re-cap everything, so we chose five 
of our favorite moments from 2024:   
 

1. Weather, the third rotation of Spectacular Science! opens 
In September, we opened Weather. From blizzards to tornadoes, this new   
exhibit explores how these phenomena form, how they affect our region, and 
how people can prepare for them. Engage in the science behind some of  
Mother Nature's most dramatic and destructive events. Try your hand at      
becoming a meteorologist through a green screen interactive and learn about 
meteorology with several local Meteorologists. We plan on continuing to 
change out one of the sections in Spectacular Science! annually to help fulfill 
the need for more STEM education in our community. In 2025 we will be   
installing Gears.  
 

2. Renovated Generations Gallery continues to change 
One of our promises to the community was that the gallery would never be 
stagnant again and we have done exactly that by changing out sections and 
drawers five times in 2024. One of the largest changes was adding a drawer on 
local World War II hero Milo C. Huempfner. It is our hope for the future to 
continue to make at least one change or upgrade to the gallery annually.  

 

3. The Neville hosts Sayaka Ganz: Reclaimed Creations and Art Against the 
Odds: Wisconsin Prison Art 
These traveling exhibits were a huge success with over 24,000 people enjoying 
them while they were here. Guests were able to explore reclaimed material art 
as never seen before with Sayaka Ganz and Award-Winning Art Against the 
Odds gave a voice and visibility to 60 individuals currently held in the stateôs 
carceral system as well as illustrating the potential healing properties of an art 
practice. The exhibit explored how art becomes a vehicle to develop self-
esteem, self-awareness, regulate emotions, and showcased the humanity of 
incarcerated individuals and their potential beyond criminal records. 

 

4. The Neville renovates the bathrooms and creates a new ñFamily Privacy 
Room/Quiet Roomò 
After over 40 years the bathrooms on the Museumôs first floor have been          
renovated! They are safer, cleaner, and feature amazing photo collages of historical 
toilet paper wrappers. And thanks to a grant from the Brown County Breast-  



 

 

Neville Public Museum Staff 
Executive Director: Beth Kowalski, Collections Manager: Afton Esson,   
Curator: James Peth, Digitization & Research Technician: Dani Fulwiler,  
Education Specialist: Ali Smurawa, Exhibitions Manager: Devyn McIlraith,  
Exhibit Technician: Maggie Dernehl, Media Technician: Dennis Rosloniec, 
Visitor Engagement Coordinator: vacant 
 
Neville Public Museum Foundation Staff  
Executive Director: Kasha Huntowski, Office Manager: Kathy Rosera, 
Development & Events Coordinator: Katy Maier 
 

Neville Public Museum Foundation Board 2024 
Chair: Megan Dickman-Renard, Vice Chair: Bridget Erwin,                              
Secretary: James Ledvina, Treasurer: Lonny Charles, Past Chair: Todd Bartels 
 

Board Members: Matt Adamczyk, Miranda Bonde, Juan Corpus, Derius ñDJò 
Daniels, Gail Garrity-Reed, Abbey Grunwald, Kathy Hinkfuss, Travis Leroy, 
Tiona Petrouske, Justin Spettel, and Kramer Rock 
 

Advisory Board Members: Donna Bultman, Diane Ford, Lynette Green,  
Frank Kowalkowski, Judy Nagel, Kathleen Ratteree,  and Terri Trantow 

Feeding Coalition, we also have a new Family Privacy and Quiet Room. We 
have even more exciting upgrades in store for 2025. 

 

5. The Neville continues to collect and share the stories of our          
community with Telling our Stories  
In collaboration with the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay Archives and 
Area Research Center and a 15 person community committee we were able 
to tell the stories of our local LGBTQ+ history and explore some of the  
pioneers, influential moments, and hard-won victories and losses at the  
local, state, and national level. The Neville received the Lavender             
Leadership Award from students, faculty, and staff at UWGB graduation in 
recognition of this exhibit.   

 

As you read this annual report, we hope it will remind you of our mission to 
bridge communities and be the place where generations come to connect 
and have a conversation. Our role is to collect and share the voices of all 
our communities and celebrate the rich diversity of Northeastern Wisconsin 
and the UP.  

 
 

Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Kasha Huntowski   Beth A. Kowalski 
Executive Director   Executive Director 
Neville Public Museum Foundation Neville Public Museum   



Neville Public Museum Year in Review  
The mission of the Neville Public Museum Foundation is to raise funds for 
exhibits and programs at the Museum. The following exhibits and          
programs were made possible by our generous donors:  

Youth Art Month (January 29 - February 22) 
Representing thirty-four K through 12 schools in Northeast Wisconsin 
this multi-media exhibit, sponsored by the Wisconsin Art Education  
Association and The Council for Art Education, showcased over 155 
works. Selected pieces moved on to the state exhibit in Madison. 

109th Green Bay Art Colony (January 27 - March 3)  
What began with nine women exhibiting shawls, artworks, and artifacts in 
the basement of the former Green Bay Public Library has flourished over 
the last century thanks to the vision and talent of dozens of local emerging 
and professional artists. We are honored to carry on this grand tradition  
celebrating the original inspiration for the Neville Public Museum! 

Community Doors (February 10 - March 29; May 25 - November 3) 
Using doors donated by the Greater Green Bay Habitat for Humanity     
ReStore, local LGBTQ+ youth groups and organizations decorated at    
outreach events, summer camps and organization meetings hosted by the 
UWGB Pride Center and the Bay Area Council on Gender Diversity to   
celebrate identities and share voices, stories, and experiences through art.  



Martin Luther King Jr. Student Art & Writing: Bridging Cultures,      
Celebrating Differences (February 13 - March 3) 
For the past 29 years Brown County and Oneida Nation students have been         
challenged to paint, draw, or draft a piece of creative writing celebrating a 
theme inspired by the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Organized    
collaboratively, the Brown County Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 
Committee seeks to build inclusivity, celebrate diversity, and work         
towards social justice within the local area and beyond.  

Telling Our Stories: LGBTQ+ Voices of Northeastern Wisconsin 
(February 10 - November 3)  
LGBTQ+ history extends long before the Stonewall Uprising, and pivotal 
changes continue to shape the future daily. It was our privilege to uplift the 
brave pioneers, influential moments, and hard-won victories of friends and 
neighbors at the local, state, and national level. This exhibit was made     
thanks to a collaboration with UWGB Archives and Area Research Center.    



 

 

NWTC Artisan and Business Center Annual Showcase (March 30 -  
May 19) 
This juried exhibition featured 23 art pieces created by 20 Artisan and 
Business Center (ABC) students, staff, faculty, and residents. Jurors      
included St. Norbert College Associate Professor Katie Ries, NWTC Vice 
President of Student Services Jennifer Flatt, PhD, and Neville Public     
Museum Exhibitions Manager Devyn McIlraith. 

An Artistic Discovery: Wisconsinôs 8th Congressional District High 
School Art Competition (April 6 - May 12) 
An Artistic Discovery featured 43 works of art produced by high school 
students in Wisconsin's 8th Congressional District. The Congressional   
Institute sponsors this nationwide high school visual art contest each year. 

Art Against the Odds: Wisconsin Prison Art (March 21 - May 19) 
Featuring more than 60 artists who turned to creative production to    
mitigate the de-humanizing conditions of incarceration, this platform 
gives voice and visibility to those held in the stateôs carceral system and 
illustrates the potential healing properties of an art practice.   



 

 

Sayaka Ganz: Reclaimed Creations (June 1 -  September 29) 
Using reclaimed plastic objects like brush strokes, Japanese artist Sayaka 
Ganz describes her style as ñ3D impressionism.ò Sculptures in this    
breathtaking exhibition include depictions of animals in motion, rich in 
color and energy that create an illusion of form and movement.   

Transperience (July 13 - August 18) 
Life as a Transgender person can be rife with misunderstanding, isolation, 
and even bullying. This immersive digital installation, supported by 2D 
paintings, prints, and 3D sculptural elements, brought to light  personal 
insights of Transgender individuals in our own community, offering a  
moving emotional experience for viewers.  

Neville Museum Explorer Summer Camp (July 15 - 18) 
We were thrilled to host a sold-out week of learning, exploration, and fun, 
focusing each action-packed day on a central STEAM theme through arts 
and crafts, games and movement, literacy and inquiry. Our dynamic      
education team led the charge as eager elementary campers deepened their 
curiosity and expanded their understanding of Wisconsin history, science, 
and art through creative exploration in an interactive environment. Weôre 
already looking forward to next year! 



 

 

79th Art Annual (October 19, 2024 - January 12, 2025) 
63 artworks by 47 regional artists celebrated diverse creativity            
showcasing paintings, collages, photographs, sculptures, textiles, and    
installations. Juror Paul Salsieder of the Portrait Society Gallery chose 
pieces that left him ñcurious to know more, not only about the work,  
but about the artists and their practices.ò  

Spectacular Science: Weather  (September 12) 
Taking the place of Germs, our latest addition to Spectacular Science has 
taken the Neville by storm! This highly interactive exhibit takes the wild 
weather stories of Wisconsin and beyond and demystifies the formation  
of phenomena while showcasing the awe-inspiring powers of Mother   
Nature. We were fortunate to collaborate with five local meteorologists   
to fine-tune the language of forecasting and build out an authentic         
immersive green screen for guests to give their own live weather reports. 
Additional interactives include cloud identification, weather emergency  
kit packing instructions, and a life-size historic photo opportunity       
harkening back to one of the most harrowing snow days in Green Bay  
history. Whatever the season, Weather is sure to blow you away!  



 

 

 

Story Time at the Neville Launches! (November 9) 
Thanks to a cavalcade of eager college interns, Education Specialist Ali 
Smurawa was able to launch a fun, FREE initiative targeting some of our 
youngest guests and their grown-ups. All were invited to join Museum  
educators for Neville Story Time, featuring stories, movement, and        
artmaking, inspired by a rich library of picture books highlighting exhibit 
content and cultural diversity. We look forward to more of these interactive 
gatherings in 2025!   

Nightmares at the Neville Launches! (October 8 - 22) 
Returning for a second bone-chilling spooky season, Nightmares at the  
Neville offered a deep dive into classic horror films with guided                 
discussion once again led by UWGB film professor Zack Kruse.             
Featuring three iconic films ï White Zombie (1932), Bride of the Monster 
(1955), and The Black Cat (1934) ï this cinematic journey engaged       
audiences in insightful conversations around the horror genre's impact on 
culture and storytelling.  


